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2025-2026 
Course Selection

Seven Lakes High School Students
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• Course Selection will look VERY different
this year.

• DO NOT COMPLETE SCHOOLINKS!! 

• SchooLinks will be completed 
by your counselor during 
your preplanned course 
selection meeting.

COURSE SELECTION IN
SCHOOLINKS

• Course Catalog will be digital and in the
SchooLinks program. The QR code to the
course catalog will be on your Course
Selection Instruction Sheet and the Katy ISD
main webpage.

Your counselor will add your courses to the 
Course Planner this year!
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CALENDAR:  SLHS COURSE SELECTION PROCESS

• January 23rd:
Students receive course selection information during 
Enrichment.

• January 23rd: Dual Credit Parent Night at 6PM in the PAC 
(required for anyone interested in enrolling in a dual credit 
course).

• January 27th:
Completed course selection worksheet due to English 
teachers (with required parent signatures).
Miller Career Center application open for current 10th and 
11th graders.

• February 28th: 
Miller Career applications due. Dual Credit applications 
and appropriate documentation due.

MEETING WITH YOUR COUNSELOR

Tuesday, 1/28—Friday, 3/07:

Counselors meet with each student
individually through English classes.

If you are absent on your course selection date or 
have English at Miller Career Center, your 
counselor will send a pass to meet with you before 
Spring Break.
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WHAT DO I HAVE TO TAKE?

1. Choose or review your endorsement/plan of study
2. Choose courses from the required subject areas

 English
 Math 
 Science
 Social Studies

3. Be sure that you have 7 credits/classes selected for 
each year.

4. If one course marked (sem) is selected, a second is 
also required 

FOUNDATION PLAN + ENDORSEMENT
26 CREDITS TOTAL

CLASS OF 2026, 2027, 2028

Physical Education – 1 credit

Fine Arts – 1 credit

Health – .5 credit 

Electives – 6.5 credits, including
• A communication skills component

– Professional Communications
– Leadworthy
– Debate
– Oral Interpretation
– Theatre
– Communications Applications
– AP Seminar

English – 4 credits
• English I, II, III, and an 

additional/advanced English
Math – 4 credits
• Algebra I, Geometry, and 2 

additional/advanced math
Science – 4 credits
• Biology, and one course  from IPC, or

Chemistry, or Physics, and two 
additional/advanced science

Social Studies – 3 credits
• US History, .5 credit government, .5 

credit economics, and either World 
History or World Geography

LOTE – 2 credits 
• Credits must be in the same language
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SEVERAL COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
CARE ABOUT SPECIFIC COURSEWORK!

• If you plan to attend a 4-year university after high
school, we highly recommend the following:
 Take a 4th social studies credit
 Take a 3rd, 4th, or 5th year of Languages Other than English

(Spanish, French, German, Chinese, ASL)
 Continue in math for every year of high school even after

you earn 4 credits
 Take a few challenging courses throughout high school

(KAP, AP, Dual Credit)
 Many of the more competitive schools want to see a full

academic day with courses taken on campus.
 IT IS UP TO YOU TO RESEARCH THE ADMISSIONS

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE UNIVERSITIES YOU ARE INTERESTED
IN.

DISTINGUISHED LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT (DLA)

• The Distinguished Level of Achievement (DLA) is earned 
through successful completion of: 

• All requirements for the Foundation High School Program, 
plus 

• The requirements of at least one endorsement,  including

• Algebra II among the four required math credits, and

• A fourth science credit

A student must graduate with a Distinguished Level of 
Achievement (DLA) to be considered for the Top 10% and 
eligibility for automatic admission to a Texas public college 
or university. 
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THE ENDORSEMENTS

• STEM (Science – Technology – Engineering – Math)

• Business & Industry

• Public Services

• Arts & Humanities

• Multidisciplinary Studies

Counselors review your endorsements again at the end of 
11th and 12th grade and award ALL endorsements you have 
earned. 

Grading Scale for 9-12th

2025-2026 

The alphabetic identification for scores 70-79 is a C. 
Transcripts will include the numeric class rank only for students in the top 
10%. 
Students beyond the top 10% will be provided their quartile rank in the 
spring semester of their junior year.
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CAN I TRY KAP/AP IF I AM
CURRENTLY IN ACADEMIC?

• Prerequisite coursework must be successfully 
completed.

• Current or previous performance in related content 
area course: An A semester average in an academic 
course 

• For Science placement only, current or previous 
performance in math course: An A semester average 
in an academic course OR a B or better semester 
average in a KAP course.

• Teacher recommendation—please discuss with your 
teacher.

• Signed Waiver Form for math and science courses

CAN I EXIT KAP OR AP IF I CHANGE MY MIND?

• Students may choose to exit KAP or AP the first
10 days of school by submitting a schedule
change request.

• Students may petition to exit at the end of a
grading period if their grade falls between a
70-75 and they meet the petition criteria.

• Students who earn a 0-69 will be removed from
the class at the end of the grading period
unless otherwise recommended by the teacher
and administrator.
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AP COURSES AVAILABLE AT SLHS
• AP English Language
• AP English Literature
• AP Calculus AB & BC
• AP PreCalculus
• AP Statistics
• AP US History
• AP Human Geography
• AP US Government
• AP Microeconomics
• AP Macroeconomics
• AP European History
• AP African American Studies
• AP World History
• AP Psychology
• AP Biology
• AP Chemistry
• AP Physics
• AP Environmental Science
• AP Computer Science A
• AP Computer Science AB
• AP Computer Science Principles

• AP French Language
• AP German Language
• AP Spanish Language
• AP Spanish Literature
• AP Chinese Language
• AP Music Theory
• AP Art History
• AP Studio Art Drawing
• AP 2-Dimensional Design Portfolio
• AP Seminar
• AP Research
• AP Comparative Government

DUAL CREDIT COURSES

• Dual credit courses are offered through Houston
Community College and are taught on the SLHS campus.
Students receive high school and college credit. Enrollment
in HCC dual credit courses are subject to the student
meeting all enrollment requirements. Dual credit courses
are on a 4.5 GPA scale. (4.5 for an A, 3.5 for B, etc.)

• A mandatory meeting on January 23rd , at 6:00 PM in the 
PAC will explain requirements and procedures.

• All documents must be turned in by February 28th

• SOCIAL STUDIES AND ENGLISH
 Dual Credit US History (11)
 Dual Credit English 3 (11)
 Dual Credit English 4 (12)
 Dual Credit US Government (12)
 Dual Credit Economics (12)
 Dual Credit Professional Communications
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DUAL CREDIT COURSES

MATH
• DC College Algebra
• DC Trigonometry

Must be 5th Math

SCIENCE
• DC Anatomy 

(must have pre/co req of DC English 
1301/1302)

 Must be 5th science 
 Not recommended for STEM majors 
 These courses are a part of the 

Associate of Arts at HCC for the 
Young Educators in Teaching. 

A mandatory meeting on January 23rd , at 6:00 PM in the PAC 
will explain requirements and procedures.

DUAL CREDIT 
THINGS TO CONSIDER

• Many CTE Dual Credit courses are not transferable.
They are specific to the HCC program of study.

• Double check with colleges regarding their
acceptance of dual credit coursework

• Some courses do not have an academic 
equivalent to level down to. You will have to 
remain in the course through the end of the 
semester 

• Math and Science:
 Needs to be a 5th course in that subject area
 Strong B in previous coursework in the subject 18
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WHICH IS BETTER AP OR DUAL CREDIT?

19

• CollegeBoard
Advanced Placement 
curriculum

• 5.0 weighted GPA scale
• Preparing for AP exam
• Score of 3-5 to earn 

public university credits
• Credits dependent on 

university requirements
• Private universities may 

not accept credits

• Houston Community 
College

• 4.5 weighted GPA scale
• Structured similar to 

actual college—earning 
an A or B earns college 
credits for Texas public 
universities

• Private and out of state 
universities may not 
accept credits

AP Dual Credit

GT COURSE PROGRESSION

20
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NEW CLASSES

1. Animation II
2. AP Pilot Kickstart Cybersecurity II
3. Marketing in America
4. Practicum in Cybersecurity @MCTC
5. Practicum in Computer Technician @MCTC
6. Instrumental Ensemble (I-IV) director approval only

7. Dual Credit Texas Government (elective only)
8. AP African American Studies

21

ENGLISH

10th GRADE
• English 2

• English 2 KAP

• English 2 KAP/GT

11th GRADE
• English 3

• AP English Language

• AP English Language GT

• Dual Credit English III

12th GRADE
• English 4
• AP English Literature
• AP English Literature GT
• Dual Credit English IV

• *Literary Genres
• *Creative Writing

*Check to see if the colleges
you apply to will accept this
as your 4th English.
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MATH COURSES

• Your current math teacher can make 
recommendations for your next year’s math 
class.

• Students wanting to move from academic math 
into KAP or AP should talk to their teacher about 
the difference in rigor.

• AlgebraGeometry

AFTER GEOMETRY

• Algebraic Reasoning
• Financial Math
• Algebra 2
• KAP Algebra 2

• Students who struggled in Algebra 1 and/or
Geometry should sign up Algebraic Reasoning.
This course serves as a bridge to help
strengthen your math skills before taking
Algebra 2, which can be difficult.
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AFTER ALGEBRA 2
• Statistics (not considered an advanced math)
• Financial Math (not considered an advanced

math)
• Pre-Calculus
• AP Precalculus 
• Discrete Math
• AP Statistics

• Students who struggled in Algebra 2 should
consider taking Financial Math, Discrete Math or
Statistics.

• Some colleges and universities may require certain
math courses.

MATH ELECTIVES (AFTER YOU HAVE COMPLETED 4 
YEARS OF MATH)

 AP Statistics
 Financial Math
 Statistics
 AP Computer Science A

• Statistics or AP Statistics prerequisite:
 Elements of Data Science KAP, KAP/GT

• Pre-calculus prerequisite:
 AP Calculus AB
 AP Calculus BC

• AP Calculus BC prerequisites
 Multivariable Calculus KAP
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SCIENCE COURSE SELECTION

Your current science teacher can make recommendations for your next year’s 
science class. Please discuss your options with your teacher.

FHSP + Endorsement Graduation Plan requires:
• Biology
• 1 credit from IPC, Chemistry, or Physics;
• 2 additional/advanced science courses
= 4 science credits total

• The STEM endorsement requires the completion 
of both Chemistry AND Physics.

• *New*: the Multidisciplinary Endorsement 
requires either Chemistry or Physics

• Students wanting to move from academic 
science into KAP or AP should consult with their 
teachers about the difference in rigor.

SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE SELECTION

10th GRADE
• Academic World History
• KAP World History
• AP World History
• AP/GT World History

11th GRADE
• U.S. History
• AP U.S. History
• AP/GT U.S. History
• HCC Dual Credit U.S. History
• AP Micro Economics
• AP/GT Micro Economics

12th GRADE
• AP US Government
• AP/GT US Government
• HCC Dual Credit US Government

• Economics
• AP Micro Economics
• AP/GT Micro Economics
• AP Macro Economics
• AP/GT Macro Economics
• HCC Dual Credit Economics
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SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES

• AP Comparative Government (semester)
• AP European History
• African-American Studies
• Mexican-American Studies
• Special topics in SS - The History and Legacy of WWII

(semester)
• Engine of Change through History (semester)
• Sociology (Semester)
• Academic Psychology (Semester)
• Personal Financial Literacy (semester)
• KAP Social Studies Research Methods (Fall, Semester 1)

& AP Psychology (Spring only, Semester 2)
 Students signing up to take KAP Social Studies Research

Methods or AP Psychology must take both, making it a
yearlong course

PE AND PE SUBSTITUTIONS

• Regular PE (Lifetime Fitness and Wellness
Pursuits)

• Collaborative PE (Skills-based PE)
• Off-Campus PE—turn in paperwork August 2025
• Athletic Trainer
• Dance Team
• Fall Semester of band (marching band)
• Fall Semester of color guard
• Cheerleading
• Athletics—most require try-outs. 

Please make sure you are communicating with the coach if 
you are wanting to join the team.
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OTHER LANGUAGES

• French 1  
• French 2  
• French 3 KAP
• AP French Lang

• Spanish 1  
• Spanish 2  
• Spanish 3
• Spanish 3 KAP
• AP Spanish Lang
• AP Spanish Lit

• SP SP SP 1 (Fall)
• SP SP SP 2 (Spring)
• SP SP SP 3 (Fall)
• AP SP SP SP 3 (Spring)

• American Sign Lang. I    
• American Sign Lang II 
• American Sign Lang III  

• Chinese I  
• Chinese II
• Chinese III KAP
• AP Chinese Language

Spanish for 
Spanish Speakers

FINE ARTS

• Band
• Orchestra
• Choir
• Theatre
• Technical Theatre
• Theatre Production
• Dance
• Dance Team

• Art I
• Art II-IV

 Ceramics
 Drawing
 Painting
 Sculpture

• AP Art History
• AP 3-D Design
• AP 2-D Design
• AP Studio Art
• Digital Arts and Animation
• Floral Design
• AP Music Theory
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COMMUNICATION SKILLS – REQUIRED
CLASS OF 2026, 2027, 2028 

• Professional Communications (semester)
• Leadworthy (semester)
• Debate
• Oral Interpretation
• Theatre 1
• AP Seminar

NON CREDIT COURSES

• Student Assistant (11th & 12th Grade)

• Study Hall

• Abbreviated day – Late arrival/early dismissal
students must meet the requirements outlined on the Abbreviated Day Form
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MILLER CAREER & 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER

SERVES AS A CENTRAL SITE
FOR STUDENTS TO TAKE

SPECIALIZED CTE 
COURSES NOT AVAILABLE
AT THEIR HOME CAMPUS.
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• Architectural
Design

• Auto Tech
• Computer

Technician
• Network

Engineering
• Cybersecurity

MCTC COURSES

• Construction Trades
• Manufacturing Engineering
• Veterinary Assisting
• Culinary Arts
• Digital Audio
• Film

MCTC COURSES CONTINUED

• Cosmetology
• Education
• Law Enforcement
• Legal Studies
• Clinical Rotations
• Emergency Medical 

Technician (EMT)
• Dental Assisting
• Pharmacy Tech
• Practicum in STEM
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REQUEST YOUR MILLER
COURSE ON THE MILLER TILE IN

MYKATY.  

THE TILE IS OPEN FROM
JANUARY 27TH AT 7 AM

THROUGH
FEBRUARY 28TH AT 11:59 PM.

MILLER CAREER & TECHNOLOGY CENTER COURSES
ARE AVAILABLE IN SCHOOLINKS.  

YOUR COUNSELOR WILL UPDATE YOUR
SCHOOLINKS DURING YOUR PREPLANNED MEETING. 
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PREVIEW NIGHTS

Preview Night for current 
9th, 10th, and 11th graders
January 27th

6:00 to 7:30 pm

Preview Night for current 
6th, 7th, and 8th graders
February 24th

6:00 to 7:30 pm

FOLLOW MCTC ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

@MCTC_RealWorld

MCTC_RealWorld

Miller Career & Technology 
Center
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The Big Changes! 

43

The Big Changes! 

The Big Changes! 

The Big Changes!
This information is subject to change based on 
district implementation and course availability.

TUITION BASED ONLINE COURSES (KVS)

• Starting this year, there will no longer be a KVS
application.

• The process to request a KVS course has changed.
 To register for a course, you will have to wait to meet with

your Counselor during the preschedule meeting time.
 Summer courses and school year courses will be requested

at that time.
 KVS courses are based on Counselor approval.

• Students may only take 2 courses per term, regardless of
the level.

• Students may only take 10 credits total from KVS,
Faithwest, or TXVSN.

• A list of available courses can be found on the Katy
Virtual School website

Your counselor must approve your courses. Make sure you have
discussed why you would like to take these KVS courses during your
course selection meeting

$
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NEW THIS YEAR-
TUITION BASED ONLINE COURSES (KVS) 

 Tuition Based Courses (KVS) will be prescheduled 
during the course selection meeting and requires 
counselor approval. There is no longer an 
application for you to submit later. 
 Summer, fall, and spring courses must be 
prescheduled during course selection. 
 Courses will not be added or changed outside of 
the course selection timeline in the spring. 
 Additionally, AP Gov, AP Macro will only be 
approved for 12th graders only. Please reference 
slide 28 for the SLHS SS Course Progression

$

INSTRUCTIONAL DAY REQUEST

• Instructional Day Request (IDR) courses are
virtual, asynchronous courses that are designed
to provide students with an opportunity to take
courses virtually staffed by SLHS staff to provide
more flexibility with scheduling.

• Students must be enrolled in 5-credit earning
courses on campus not including Tuition Based
Courses. Students must abide by the
requirements listed on the Application for High
School Abbreviated Day form.

• We highly discourage college bound students to
have IDR or too many off- periods.
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INSTRUCTIONAL DAY REQUEST

• Students are scheduled into a virtual study hall, late arrival, or
early release (off period) during the school day to provide them
with a dedicated, daily class period to work on the course.

• Off periods:
 9th Graders are not permitted an off period but may have a study hall

 10th Graders are permitted 1 off period

 11th and 12th are permitted 2 off periods

INSTRUCTIONAL DAY REQUEST

• IDR courses are housed in Canvas.
 Students can access the course either through MyKaty or

katyisd.instructure.com.
 Students who need a device can check one out from their home

campus librarian.

• IDR courses have an assigned SLHS teacher who is
certified in the content area.
 Students may visit their teacher during Enrichment with a pass or

attend before or after school tutorials with their assigned teacher.
 Teachers can also be reached through the Canvas Inbox.

• IDR courses follow the Katy ISD district calendar.

• IDR courses follow the Katy ISD grading policies.
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INSTRUCTIONAL DAY REQUEST

• You will not be scheduled into an IDR course until
the IDR course commitment form is completed and
returned to your counselor.

INSTRUCTIONAL DAY REQUEST

• You will not be scheduled into an IDR course until the
IDR course commitment form is completed and returned
to your counselor.

• Students should consider their post-secondary plans
when selecting an off-period or IDR. Many universities
expect students to enroll in as many rigorous courses

on campus as possible.
• College-bound students should be aware that choosing 

an off-period may negatively impact their university 
admissions. Counselors can provide more information 
during course selection meetings with students. 
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IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS FOR
COLLEGE BOUND STUDENTS

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS FOR
COLLEGE BOUND STUDENTS
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IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS FOR
COLLEGE BOUND STUDENTS

CHOOSING COURSES FOR NEXT YEAR
• Choose core (required) courses and enough courses from 

other areas to complete seven full class periods. 

• If one course marked (sem) is selected,  a second (sem) 
course is also required.

• Review the online course catalog when making selections.

• List alternate choices in the spaces provided.

• Turn in Course Selection Worksheet to your English teacher 
by January 27th.

• All students will meet with their school counselor to review 
credits and finalize course requests.

• Remember elective changes for the 2025-2026 school year 
will not be granted after course verification in late March.
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THIS YEAR-
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO COMPLETE SCHOOLINKS

 During your prescheduled meeting, your 
Counselor will complete the Course Planner. 

 Courses will be selected based on the meeting 
and the Course Selection worksheet you receive 
today. 

COURSE VERIFICATION

• Students will complete course 
verification March 19th to March 24th.

• Course verification is a time for you 
to review all course requests for 
accuracy.  

• Always list alternate choices in the 
order of preference. 

• This is the last time to change 
electives for the 2025-2026 school 
year.

• More details to come!

55

56



1/23/2025

29

Thank you for 
your attention, 

Spartans!!!
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