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Graduation Requirements
● Earn 26 credits

○ Foundation High School Program with Endorsement

● Meet standard on 5 STAAR tests
○ English I
○ Algebra
○ Biology
○ English II
○ US History

* An ARD committee may determine if the above is appropriate for each student serviced 
under special education. 
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Foundation High School Program with Endorsement

Click here for 
Graduation 
Overview
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https://www.katyisd.org/cms/lib/TX50010808/Centricity/domain/3789/document/KISD_FHSP_26.pdf
https://www.katyisd.org/Page/9998
https://www.katyisd.org/Page/9998
https://www.katyisd.org/Page/9998


Endorsements - 
An Endorsement is a specialized area of focus, containing a sequence of courses 
in a specific area of study. To earn an Endorsement, students must complete a 
coherent sequence of courses for four or more credits which includes one 
advanced course in the designated program of study in addition to their other 
graduation requirements.

● STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math)
● Business & Industry
● Public Services
● Arts & Humanities
● Multidisciplinary Studies Click here for 

Endorsement 
Overview
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https://app.schoolinks.com/course-catalog/my-district/overview/endorsements
https://app.schoolinks.com/course-catalog/my-district/overview/endorsements
https://app.schoolinks.com/course-catalog/my-district/overview/endorsements


For More 
Information

Resources

● Katy ISD Academic 
Counseling, College & 
Career Guidance Webpage

● 8th grade parent night 
at your High School 
campus 

● SchooLinks Course 
Catalog

● School Counselor
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https://www.katyisd.org/Page/4119
https://www.katyisd.org/Page/4119
https://www.katyisd.org/Page/4119
https://app.schoolinks.com/course-catalog/my-district/overview
https://app.schoolinks.com/course-catalog/my-district/overview


Earning Credit and 
Classification Standards
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Credit
● What is a credit?
● How are credits earned?
● How does attendance affect credit?

*Once credit is earned, a student may not retake that 
course.
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Classification Standards
Grade level classification is based 
on number of credits earned each 
year
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Earning High School Credit 
in Junior High

Jodi Slaughter
Secondary Counseling Specialist
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High School Credit Classes
● In which classes can a student earn high school credit?
● Who should take high school credit classes?
● What are the GPA implications?
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How to Succeed
In High School Credit 

Classes

● Time management
● Organizational skills
● Accountability
● Work ethic
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How to Succeed
Managing Stress

Navigating New Stressors - 
Resource

Stress Management - 
Resource
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-SS1jn0mjmLDDXptMA6uZO3iI6JdEFJurs69K6wrXm4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-SS1jn0mjmLDDXptMA6uZO3iI6JdEFJurs69K6wrXm4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wSJ8X4_WgsqwbP3dO-NYiQGeiCwpzAF5KxpBLd0p9CI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wSJ8X4_WgsqwbP3dO-NYiQGeiCwpzAF5KxpBLd0p9CI/edit?usp=sharing


gpa & Class Rank

Remona Clark
College and Career Specialist
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GPA
● Understanding grade points
● GPA points are based on semester grade 

averages.
● HS credit courses taken in Junior High, 

Summer School, and Katy Virtual School 
courses DO calculate into GPA.
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GPA Points
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Calculating GPA example-9th grader
Class Fall Semester 

Grade
Points

English I 87 (B) 3

Algebra I 94 (A) 4

KAP Biology 90 (A) 5

AP Human Geo 76 (C) 3

Spanish II 85 (B) 3

Football 100 (A) 4

Health 96 (A) 4

                             TOTAL: 26 pts 26 pts / 7 classes = 3.71
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Rank
● How is rank calculated?
● Rank is first calculated in the 

spring of junior year
○ Numeric rank for top 10% ONLY

■ Quartile rank for all other 
students

■ 4th Quartile is not ranked
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Quartile Rank
#1-83 have a numerical rank-Top 10%
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Academic, KAP, and AP 
Courses

Remona Clark
College and Career Specialist
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KAP & AP Courses
● KAP courses in high school are more rigorous 

than junior high
● AP courses are more rigorous than KAP 

courses
○ More time/effort required to be successful
○ College-level

● AP courses are controlled by College Board
○ Nationwide curriculum; AP/College Board-trained 

teachers
○ AP exam offered in May for each AP course
○ Students/parents pay for AP exams
○ Results of AP exams (scale 1 - 5) determine possible 

college credit
○ Each university has guidelines as to which AP exams 

are accepted
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Academic Courses
● On-level courses
● Rigor is higher than junior high academic courses
● Some required subjects are academic-level only:

○ Speech, Health, Foreign Language levels 1 and 2, Fine 
Arts, PE
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Resources
AP Credit Policy

Katy ISD KAP/Advanced Placement

25

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies
https://www.katyisd.org/Page/4407


Dual Credit Courses
Remona Clark

College and Career Specialist
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Dual Credit Courses
● Partnership with Houston Community College

○ Examples: Junior year-US History 
○ Senior year-English 4, Gov/Eco

● Must qualify - attend HCC night each spring 
○ HCC Paperwork/TSI campus deadlines are firm

● Katy ISD Dual Credit Website
● Dual Credit Courses Offered
● **Possible Courses: Business Information Management 

8600A and B; Professional Communication 1514, Art 
History 7501, Learning Framework 0062
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https://studentportal.accuplacer.org/#/home
https://www.katyisd.org/Page/4408
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fBuODMHRg_x2kBQicxjqDEAOoozoZJXp1uasw9xNLLo/edit?usp=sharing


Dual Credit Grading Conversion
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Dual Credit Courses
● Taught on KISD campuses by HCC instructors and Katy ISD 

instructors
● Students can also take courses online during the 

summer/fall/spring
● Grades are only awarded at semester

○ Dual Credit grades are weighted
○ 4.5 points for A, 3.5 points for B, etc.
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Dual Credit vs. AP 
DUAL CREDIT COURSES

● Rigor is more than 
academic level/less than 
AP

● Colleges/Universities IN 
state of Texas usually 
accept 

● Students must confirm 
acceptance from Out of 
state schools 

● HCC attendance rules apply
● College instructor-only 

communicate with student 
(not parent) unless FERPA 
Waiver is submitted

AP COURSES

● Rigor is higher/
● Must make 3/4/5 on AP 

Exam to be accepted by 
college

● Colleges vary on 
accepting AP credit
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Katy Virtual School-Summer courses
● Great opportunity for students 

to take courses over the summer 
and during the school year

● Cost: $200 per semester course
● Popular Summer Courses

○ World Geography Academic (2 
semesters)

○ World Geography KAP (2 
semesters)

○ Professional Communication
○ Health
○ PE-Lifetime Fitness and 

Wellness(1 or 2 semesters)

More Information on KVS Website

AND

Pg 92 Student Handbook - Online 
Learning Opportunities

Registration opens on February 1, 
2024
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https://www.katyisd.org/Page/4981
https://www.katyisd.org/cms/lib/TX50010808/Centricity/domain/4/documents/Student_Handbook.pdf
https://www.katyisd.org/cms/lib/TX50010808/Centricity/domain/4/documents/Student_Handbook.pdf


Questions
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Questions?
THANK you for 

attending!
We appreciate your active 

partnership in supporting your 
child
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