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Purpose

• General Information about STAAR

• Transition to STAAR

• Resources
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STAAR
•S tate of

•T exas

•A ssessments of 

•A cademic

•R eadiness
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December 2010
Texas Education Agency

Student Assessment Division
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STAAR  INFORMATION

Accessing Information Using the KISD Web Site

Click Here 
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Texas Education Agency Student 
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Click Here 
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Click Here 
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Click Here 

http://www5.esc13.net/tv/core/staar/


Evolution of State Assessments
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TABS (1980-1984)

TEAMS (1984-1990)

TAAS (1991-2003)

TAKS (2003-2011)

STAAR (2012…)



TAKS to STAAR
Plan for phase-out of TAKS and phase-in of STAAR
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2010–2011 2011–2012 2012–2013 2013–2014 2014–2015 2015–2016

GR 3–8 TAKS STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR

GR 9 TAKS STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR

GR 10 TAKS TAKS STAAR STAAR STAAR STAAR

GR 11 TAKS TAKS TAKS STAAR STAAR STAAR

GR 12 &
Out-of-School 

Students

TAKS TAKS TAKS TAKS
STAAR
or TAKS

STAAR
or TAKS



STAAR
• For grades 3–8; same grades and subjects as TAKS
Grades 3–8 mathematics

Grades 3–8 reading

Grades 4 and 7 writing

Grades 5 and 8 science

Grade 8 social studies

• For high school, 12 End of Course tests replace 10 
grade-level tests
 Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II

 Biology, Chemistry, Physics

 English I, English II, English III

 World Geography, World History, U.S. History
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STAAR

• STAAR will:
– Provide a more clearly articulated assessment program

– Focus on fewer skills

– Address those skills in a deeper manner

• STAAR will have two types of standards:
– Readiness 

– Supporting
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STAAR

• Readiness Standards
– Encompass 30–40% of the eligible TEKS
– Will make up 60–65% of the assessment

• Supporting Standards
– Encompass 60–70% of the eligible TEKS
– Will make up 35–40% of the assessment

• Processing Skills are embedded  throughout the 
assessments
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STAAR

• TEA is planning multiple administrations of 
EOC assessments for

– Students who complete the course at different 
times of the year and for Retest opportunities.

• EOC administrations will occur at the end of 

– Spring

– Summer

– Fall
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STAAR  HIGHLIGHTS

• Changes to Note:
– Time limit on all STAAR tests  

• 4 hour testing window

– 3rd graders will answer on a Scranton answer 
document

– More rigorous than TAKS

– Emphasis on alignment to college and career 
readiness

– EOC STAAR will count 15% of student’s final grade 
for the course.
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READING/ELA
(Grades 3-8, English I, II, & III)

• Students may be tested on a variety of text:

– fiction

– non-fiction

– expository 

– poetry

– drama

• All Junior High and High School students are 
permitted to use a dictionary/thesaurus.
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WRITING
(Grades 4, 7, & 9)

• Two parts to the writing assessments

– Objective-multiple choice

– Written-essay

• Multiple essays

• Limited to one page (or 26 lines) per essay

• Two day test administration
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SCIENCE
(Grades 5, 8, Biology, Chemistry and Physics)

• Assessments cover multiple years of TEKS

– Grade 5 STAAR (grades 3-5)

– Grade 8 STAAR (grades 6-8)

• Increased number of griddable

items

• Students must make predictions
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SOCIAL STUDIES
(Grade 8, World Geography, U.S. History, World History)

• Stimulus questions:

– Maps

– Charts

– Photos

– Paintings

– Excerpts

• Students must apply content knowledge to 
the stimulus
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MATHEMATICS
(Grades 3-8, Algebra I, II & Geometry)

• Increased number of griddable items

• Multi-step problems

• 75% of test contains underlying 

processing skills
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How State Assessments 

Have Changed

Sample questions from Exit Level Math:
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TABS

TEAMS

TAAS

TAKS 

STAAR

To Graduate!
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Additional STAAR Assessments

STAAR Spanish Grades 3-5 
(Eligible English Language Learners)

STAAR L 
(Eligible English Language Learners)

STAAR Modified 
(Special Ed)

STAAR Alternate 
(Special Ed)
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STAAR L
Assessments for 

English Language Learners (ELL) 

• Linguistically accommodated versions of STAAR 
– Math, science, social studies

– Grades 3 – 8 and End of Course (EOC)

– No STAAR L for reading and writing

• Possible accommodations
– Bilingual dictionary

– Extra time to test

– Clarification in English

– Text read aloud
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STAAR Assessments for 
Students Receiving Special 

Education Services
 Students in grades 3 through 11 who are eligible for 

an alternate assessment based on alternate academic 
achievement standards will take one of the following:

 STAAR Modified 

 STAAR Alternate

 Eligible students will have accommodations on STAAR 
based on the Individual Education Plan (IEP).
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District Action

1. Training

2. Curriculum Adjustments

3. Benchmark Tests
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December 2010
Texas Education Agency

Student Assessment Division
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STAAR  INFORMATION

Accessing Information Using the KISD Web Site

Click Here 
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Click Here 
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Click Here 
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Click Here 

http://www5.esc13.net/staar/parent_resources.html


DISTRICT CONTACTS

Assessment
Dr. Freda Corbell 

Executive Director of Research, 
Assessment and Accountability

Teaching and Learning
Dr. Kim Lawson

Executive Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction
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Questions
Please use the yellow cards to write 

down your questions. 
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END OF PRESENTATION


